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Editorial 


Does the government cause 
or prevent poppy cultivation 


Some Afghans object to international aid and give 
many reasons and examples which prove that it 
has negative effects. 

For instance, aid agency wheat imports to 
Afghanistan depressed the price of wheat in the 
market, and most farmers suffered because of it. 
The government has not yet taken any action to 
avoid repeating this mistake, so farmers were 
compelled to cultivate poppy in the fall season. 
Some farmers who had never cultivated poppies 
before were forced to produce this harmful drug. 
This is particularly true in the north of the country. 
Money paid to fanners in return for destroying 
their poppy crop encourages them to cultivate it 
again Why? Then they can get money for both 
the crop, and for “destroying" it, since all they 
have to do is cut the plants down. 

We agree that we have to help needy people. 
International aid is appreciated, and can be useful. 
People who have more ought to help those who have 
less. 

Instead of importing wheat, the government should 
have offered to buy wheat from the fanners for a 
reasonable price, using aid money, instead of 
spending the latter on “destroying” the poppy crop. 
They could also encourage farmers to cultivate other 
crops, or raise animals. It is not too late to change the 
situation. Farmers are going into the spring season, and 
the government could change its policy. 

( Ismail Timor) 


Drug Rehabilitation 
Program Needed 


Recent research has shown that a significant number of 
returned refugees are addicted to drugs. In Kabul city, three 
hundred people have been identified, including women and 
children 

Reports like this should be treated as an alert. If the 
problem is ignored, the number of addicts will increase, and 
become another burden on society. Research from Herat 
province indicates that there are twenty thousand addicts in 
that city, and the numbers are increasing by the day 
It is notable that most of these addicted people are women 
and children. Officials tn Herat city have provided a 
hospital for the rehabilitation of these addicted people and 
have treated about one thousand people. The number of the 
addicted people is increasing in other provinces such as 
Badghis, Zaranj, Ghor, and Badakhshan. 

The Afghan Transitional Government has pledged to help, 
and has been trying to remove this harmful problem, but 
this will take time. 

In order to change the minds of the opium growers, farmers 
should be made aware of the harms of this drug, and 
reminded that it is prohibited in Islam 
Their poppy cultivation should be replaced by another 
crop with the help of the United Nations, and they 
should be provided with tools, seeds and fertilizer The 
government needs to provide water systems, and build 





Four men armed with 
machine guns robbed 
three hundred thousand 
rupees from 

Wadeedullah, son of 
Hajji Toor Khan, a 
resident of Sayed Noor 
Mohammad Shah 
Mina. The crime took 
place right in front of 
his house. 

The robbers fired their 
guns into the air to 
frighten people. They 
got away in taxi with 
no license plates, going 
in the direction of 
Bagram." 

There is normally a 
police vehicle 

checkpoint in the area, 
but that day there were 
no policemen on duty. 

(Erada) 


schools, bridges, roads 

and hospitals to encourage 
the fanners not to cultivate 
poppies. 

Programs should be made on 
television and radio to 
inform the farmers that not 
only foreigners, but also 
Afghans become drug 

addicts, and the farmers who 
cultivate the poppy are the 
ones who are responsible for 
this. 

We welcome the meeting 
held in Kabul a few days 
ago between the Security 
Council of Afghanistan, 
the UK, and the United 

Nations, in which they 
pledged to help the 
Security Council of 
Afghanistan to eliminate 
drug production and 
smuggling. 

Unfortunately, according to | 
a United Nations’ report, 

Afghanistan produced 3400 
tons of opium last year, 
which makes it the world 
leader in opium production 
Experts on the subject in 
Afghanistan are very 

troubled by this finding. 

Other countries sent us 
wheat, tea and other 

essential goods, but we 
send back the white 

poison, which is illegal 

We hope the officials 
responsible for drug 

control fulfill their 
mission, and do their best 
to catch drug smugglers 
and bring them to justice 


When > our own countrymen rip 
you ofF. how can you complain 
about the foreigners? 

Travellers crossing the border 
into Afghanistan at Torkham 
are voicing complaints about 
the dishonesty of local officials 
including both Afghan 

government employees and 
iocal conunanders. The latter 
are collecting "import tax" on 
baggage and personal effects, 
and making no distinction 
between legitimate travelers 
and those who are involved in 
cross-border trade Claims have 
been made that travellers have 
even had to pay tax on their 
suitcases. handbags, or 
backpacks: even old or worn 
items arc "taxable." The only 
people who escape the lax are 
Afghan refugees reluming with 
all their household possessions, 
Europeans, and Americans. 
Instead of asking travelers to 
open their bags for inspection, 
border officials and militiamen 
simply point at an item and ask 
for anything between 100 and 
1000 rupees. Anyone who 
refuses to pay is brushed off 
and not allowed to cross the 
border until they pay the price 
demanded 

This situation is nothing new: 1 
had the same experience two 
months ago. 

Remarkably, on the Pakistani 
side of the border things have 
changed for the better. In the 
past I would be greeted with 
insults, my pockets would be 
searched, and I would be 
questioned at length. 
Fortunatclv this seems to be a 


thing of the past. 

I was reflecting on this 180- 
dcgrcc change when 1 suddenly 
felt a hand grip my shoulder 
and a gruff voice demanded 
"Where are you going!" I 
turned around. A militiaman. 
Armed with a gun. 

"Home," I replied. 

"What is in your bag?" he 
asked. 

"Clothes" 

"Pav me 15 rupees" 

"Win.”’ 

"For tax" 

"Tax on nn old clothes?" I 

protested 

"Give it to me!" 

"Never" 

"I could even make your father 
pay me." he said, which may 
sound like nothing to a 
Westerner, but is a serious 
insult in Afghanistan. He was 
trying to humiliate me. 

"I am Afghan!" I said, the 
anger rising in me. 

Colonel Ghulam Sakhi. the 
Assistant Director of Customs 
at Towrkham. was watching all 
this and did nothing 
I was holding a copy of the 12 
January issue of the newspaper 
Wahdat in my hand In it 
Colonel Ghulam Sakhi had 
claimed that none of the reports 
about bribery and corruption at 
Towrkham were true. 

1 managed to get past the first 
militiaman without paying, 
simply because a large crowd 
of people was building up 
behind me in the queue, 
supporting me. If he allowed 
too large a crowd to gather, he 
would be unable to fleece as 


many people, simply because 
while he was busy extorting 
money out of one person, 
several others would elude him. 
But this is not the end of the 
story. 

I got by the first gunman, but 
every twenty to fifty steps 
afterwards another member of 
his gang demanded payment. 
The people asking me for 
money were all armed or had 
sticks in their hands In the end 
I was searched and compelled 
to pay "tax" to several different 
gang members on my way to 
the taxi and bus depot. 

My problems were not over, 
however. Many of the porters 
at the depot were subject to a 
similar extortion racket. They 
charge people 30-50 rupees, but 
have to pay 20 rupees per client 
to the "security official." When 
I got into the shared taxi to 
leave for Kabul, the driver said 
that he would charge us one 
fare, but that when we got to 
Pul Charkhi. we should tell the 
officials there that we had paid 
a lot less. 

"Why should we lie’.’” said a 
passenger sitting beside me. "It 
is not Islam”. 

None of the other passengers 
said anything to support him. i 
told him not to lie in Pul 
Charkhi. but to keep his mouth 
shut. 

Nobody questioned us in Pul 
Charkhi. The driver laughed, 
feeling victorious. 

Now he would only hav e to pay 
transit tax, municipality tax and 
traffic tax. 

(Zuhoor Afghan) 


What does 
Uzbekistan want? 


Reports received from Mazar-e-Sharif indicate that 
the direction of the Ammo River is changing. As a 
result, tt has destroyed many houses and government 
buildings. There have been floods in Shoor Tapa, 
Kaldar Qarqeen and other districts. 

During the past three months, people in these areas 
have had to take all their belongings and move to 
safer ground. 

The Uzbekistan government has a program to shift 
the direction of the Ammo River. They want to 
move the border southwards, and take more land. 
Flooded areas are considered as shared by both 
countries. Uzbekistan shores up the banks of its side 
of the river, and forces the flooding into 
Afghanistan. 

The Director of the Refugee Commission, Hajji 
Aatiqullah Ansari reports that an official from Balkh 
said that the Foreign Ministry of Uzbekistan along 
with their war-ships are operating on the Ammo 
River. They are dredging sand out of the river in 
order to change its direction. 

Recent news reports from Balkh indicate that 
seventy houses have been destroyed during the last 
three days. Many people have left the area and the 
water has reached areas only 100m distance from the 
center of the district. 

The Director of the Refugee Commission added that 


they have informed the 
Transitional Government, 
but unfortunately they 
have not taken any 
action, and have not 
discussed the issue with 
the Uzbekistan 

government. 

The former Soviet Union 
also tried the same tactic. 
It looks as though 
Uzbekistan is«trying the 
same thing again. 
Neighboring countries 
have promised not to 
interfere in Afghanistan, 
but their unprovoked 
aggression is obvious. 

We ask the Afghan 
government: why is 

nothing being done? 

We also ask the United 
Nations: what does 

Uzbekistan want? 

We also warn the 
Uzbekistan government 
that Afghan and Uzbek 
have a very valuable 
friendship, but a bit of 
our land is more and 
more valuable than the 
friendship between us. 
(Salah-u-Din) 












New Tactic 
by AI- 
Qaida in 
Khost 




Erada At Your 
Service 


Protect the Country’s Heritage 


Reminding: 

\Erada publishes two 
English 


pages 

\every Thursday. 
Thanks! 


Erada( Intention) 


23January2003 


Page 4, 16 issue, third year 


international donors and NGOs are not given to the ^lie American troops 
people who deserve them. They are shared between were attacked twice in 
the delegates of the NGOs and the local officials. Khost last week. The 
People say: attackers are using new 

As soon as they heard that a US woman’s group techniques. A bicycle 
wanted to support Afghan women, those opposed to bill of 
women's activities and women's 
appointed their sympathizers to 
organizations funded by the US women 
People say: 


explosive 

education materials blew up near 
direct the an American military 
vehicle near the airbase 
a few days ago. Roger 

The activities of the Constitutional Commission are King, spokesman of 
so mysterious that none of the members of the ISAF in Bagram, said 

commission dares to provide information to that two solders were 

j publications and involve the people in the process. injured in that 
I People say: explosion, but witnesses 

j The officials working for the Master Plan are indicated that four 

destroying the houses of poor people, beating them solders were injured, 
out of their homes; on the other hand, they let rich There is an unconfirmed 
people build buildings wherever they want. report that one of the 

People say: American soldiers has 

| Most of the officials and commanders in the died. The American 

j provinces of Afghanistan are digging up artifacts troops faced another 
j and smuggling them abroad. explosion in the Matoon 

i People say: region. A donkey-cart, 

i People claiming that there is freedom of the press which used to transport 
here, international radio stations, water was filled with 

and news agencies are censoring the news imposing explosive materials and 
their own views on the Afghan people. set off by remote 

control. 

(khisraow Muhava) (Eradaf 


i My friends go to school, but I 
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from (Aimal Shafiq Dardmal) 


led people, their eyes filled 
with tears and 

disappointment, to speak to 
the international news 
agencies, and tell them how 
these commanders were 
oppressing and exploiting 
them. 

It is worth mentioning that 
lost its statues, will soon 25-30 NGOs became rich 

become a rose garden and wealthy, owners of the 

Most ol the Afghan and latest cars, just for the sake 
non-Afghan NGOs, who 0 f this destroyed and 
seem to think they are the oppressed province The 
real heirs to the province, officials working in these 
acted as though they were NGOs eat the best food in 
working day and night for the best places, but the poor 
its betterment. But in tact and helpless residents are 
they took the money for living in the caves with 
themselves. their hungry stomachs and 

uncovered bodies They 
Unfortunately. Bamian still ( ia ve to travel 2000m just to 
suffers from poverty and ue t a little water 
adversity . The presence of the p or thc 3()()0 rcsjdcn(s of 
NGOs allowed thc armed Bamian uhosc houscs wcrc 
fictions to remain in control bumcd down bv the Ta | eban 
The People of tins province or |ost membcrs of thcir 
were compelled to leave their families m , hc wars . on | y 120 
homes and belongings due shelters have been made since 
to the oppression they had the reconstruction has started 
faced. This cruelty finally there. These shelters are 

worse than the caves. 

j/ NGOs and their donors' are 

still helping to keep the 
M. < ^ commanders in control. 

(Z. Afghan) 


Disappointed 


children, mental patients, 
Erada in fulfilling its assistance of the welfare 
role, which is to serve the NGOs, Red Cross, Ministry 
country and its citizens. 

It now has a greater 
circulation in the capital 
and provinces. It has 
planned to take a big step 
in publishing and 

advertising in the 

country. 

Erada publishes 

announcements of missing 


Our beloved country unfortunately most of our They should try to catch the 

Afghanistan is famous for country's heritage has been people who are involved in 
its ancient civilization and either destroyed or smuggling artifacts, or 

heritage Every part of our smuggled to other inform officials about them, 
country has a particular countries. since these items are not the 

historical legacy. These Rehabilitation of the possession of a single 

heritages have a basic role museums has^resumed, but person They belong to our 
in our history and culture, if these actions are slow or country, and every Afghan 
From Buddhism to Ancient there is lack of is responsible for them 
Greek civilization, and coordination, the remaining We are sure that our 
finally Islam, every part of heritage, including artifacts heritage will be protected 
our country’s heritage has still buried, will be by our government, and 
attracted the attention of privatized and smuggled to that no one will be given 
scholars. other countries, and we will permission to use our 

The Afghan National never get them back nations’ history for their 

Museum and museums in To protect our heritage it is own profit 

other parts of the country the duty of every Afghan to 
confirm the above, but know their responsibilities. (Ziar Mai) 
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